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The most prominent feature in the popular'conception of
Bhoots is that which relates to the possession of human heings
by spirits, denizens of an invisible world Upon the extensive
and difficult general question of the manner in which spirits
have been said, in other countries, and at other tunes, to
possess human beings, or of the degree of power which they
ha\e exercised over those subject to their influence, it would
be little becoming in us to enter,1 but it is necessary to caution
our readers that in our account of possessions in Goozerat,
we rely upon a work written by a person professedly incredu-
lous, with the acknowledged view of teaching his countrymen
that there is nothing in the matter but what may be leadily
accounted for on ordinaiy grounds 2
' If one were to pronounce,' says our author, ' that no such
 *	being as a Bhoot existed, this would be a contradiction of the
' Hindoo scriptures    In the Christian scriptures, and in the
' Mohummedan, the existence of such spirits is also admitted
 *	the assertion that they do exist, therefore, cannot be pro-
' nounced to be a falsehood 3   Perhaps of ten thousand cases
 *	in which possessions by spirits have been asserted, one case
' may have been actually true , thus much I would admit as
' probable, confiding in the scriptures, but as far as my per-
' sonal observation extends, it has never, I am bound to say,
' included a single case which could be authenticated.
' the Holy of Holies This veil indeed is rich and glorious, but one day
' to be rent, and then to admit us into a far greater glory, even to the
' mercy seat and cherubim. For this third heaven is the proper habitation
' of the blessed angels, which constantly attend upon the throne.'
1 See, however, for a few authorities on the subject, Note B, at the end
of this Chapter For ourselves, we cannot, to use Dr Johnson's words,
account it ' more strange that there should be evil spirits, than evil
' men evil unembodied spirits, than evil embodied spirits,' and we
can have no hesitation m believing that possessions have occurred,
whether or not they do now occur
» 7«ZeNote3, p 375
» Vtde Bishop Hall's Oont&mplationa —' That there have been such
'apparitions of spirits, both good and evil, hath ever been a truth
' undoubtedly received of Pagans, Jews, Christians, although in the
' blind times of superstition, there was much collusion mixed with some
' verities, crafty men and lying spirits agreeing to abuse the credulous
1 world,'

